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The Swedish Settlements in 
Central Kansas. 


An addresg delivered by a ee! bs ae arctic bel mens ote Historical Society at 
HE First Swedish Agricultural Company, organized at Chicago, IIL. 
April 17, 1868, and the Galesburg Colonization Company, organized te 
the fall of the same year, are mainly responsible for the Swedish settle- 
ments in central Kansas. 
There were, however, Swedish 





setilers and minor settlements even [SOO 8" SP ye 
prior to the formation of those two 
companies. 

The first Swedish settler in Kan- ais 


sas was undoubtedly John A. John- |: 
son, who came from Galesburg, IIl., 
in 1855. He settled at Mariadahl, |! 
in the neighborhood of Cleburne. |) 
His brother, N. P. Johnson, came in 
1856. In 1857 C. J. Dahlberg and |) 
Peter Carlson, with their families, |} 
arrived, and also C. P. Rolarder, |! 

N. P. Axelson, and J. A. Sanderson ® 
came in 1858. In 1859 Joln A. Jolin- [+ 
son’s mnother, three brothers and |; 
four sisters arrived from the old | 





ate 





Sweden. 

The little colony increased by 
new arrivals from Galesburg and 
from Sweden, anda Lutheran ¢huren 
was organized in 1568 and a house of 
worship erected sn 1868. ane name REV. ALFRED BERGIN. Pp. p 
of the church, Mariadahl, was given Pastor Kethany Church, Lindsbory. 
the congregation in honor of the 
first person buried in the new country, Maria, mother of the Johnsons 
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Nove 1.~-ALFRED Berotn, H.D., A. M.. Ph. D.. was bern in Vaste: ; 
24. 1806. He enine to America in 1988, graduated from Guatavus Baar CaRe, Sweiten. April 
Minn., 1892. and from the Augustina Theological Seminary, Rock Island, {Il., wit) th ro Lager 
HLT)., in 1894. In the latter year he was nlso urdained ns pastor in the iNuguatana bes dees of 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. He hus served congreyations at Sanborn, North D e bag 
Minn.. and Cambridge. Minn. In 1904 he waa called us auecexsor to Dr. Car! Swe; jak., Warren, 
of Bethany Church, Lindsbors. Kan. While pastor at Cambridge, Minn.. he stented ra led 
University, at Minneapolis. Minn.. and received from this institution the AM depres eee 
and in 1904 the degree of doctor of Philosophy. Ha is 2 member of the Amork cere in 1899, 
for the Advancement of Science. the National Geogrnihic Society. the Anierican Fo Seeieaion 
ciatlon, the Swedish-American Historical Society. the Kansas Historical Societ "he ‘y Asso- 
Church Hiatorical Sovicty of Upsnis. Sweden. the National Health (eagueete atte Swedish 
nesota he served as director of Gustavus Adolphus Collese, and statistician of th ne jn in 
Jie is now on the board of directors of Bethany College, vice president of the are conference, 
of the Augustana Synod and pPresilent of the MePherson district of epic mune, Conference 
iter of the Kansas Younp Lutheran, ussistant editor of the Lindshorgs. Posten and cant 2 ma 
tu keveral Swedish-American publicxtions. In 1898 he published “Nagra ord j epHe contributes 
in t04. The Tistory of Cambridge. Minn.: in 1905, The nw of the Westguths t tiga emer i 
script of Aeski, 1200 A. D.: and in ly. The History of the Swedish Settlementa wee) 
Kansas, It is upon this work, cantutning 368 large pages. and pohlished by the wk. 


Concern, Hoek Island, UL. that this essay ia based, 
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Peter From, from Ockelbo, Sweden, took a claim in the West Fork val- 
ley, Marshall county, in 1858. He was instrumental in gathering more of 
his countrymen ‘to his new home, and was in a way the cause of the setti!e- 
ment at this place. 

Anders Palm, from Lund, Sweden, took up his abode in Lawrence in 1858. 
He bought machinery for a windmill? in Sweden and brought it to Lawrence 
in 1862, when he erected the windmill famous in the annajs of Kansas. 

P. J. Peterson, from Sandsjé, Sweden, canie to Lawrence at about the 
same time as Palm. 

John P. Swensan was born in Stockholm, Sweden, February 19, 1814. 
He settled near Enterprise, on Swenson creek, in 1858. We was visited 
by Jaderborg the same year at Christmas. Swenson had a good’ educa- 
tion, and bad been court reporter in Skiine, Sweden, but had poor success 
asa farmer. He moved to Junction City in 1862, and later to Concordia, 
where he died January 20,°1895. Two of his daughters live in Junction City. 
Mr. Swenson was elected to the city council of Junction City in 1871 and 1873; 
and again in 1876, serving six years. He was elected in 1872 a member of 
the State Board of Railroad Assessors, serVing two years. In 1868 he was 
very active in gathering a lot of his countrymen to work on the Union Pa- 
cific, southern branch, now the M. K. &T., south from Junction City. Swen- 
son’s first settlement in America was at Lexington, Mo., in 1853.3 

L. O. Jiiderborg came from Galesburg to Salina in 1858 in the company 
of Colonel Phillips with Doctor Gran and several persons, The place did 
not appeal to them, so they all went back. Jaderborg, however, stopped at 
Fort Riley, where he, through the aid of L. B. Perry,! a ferry owner, built 
a blacksmnith shop. He preémpted, in the spring of 1859, some land near 
Enterprise, and, after having been in the war, took up his residence here in 
1885. When Jiderborg was at Salina there was not a single dwelling place 
cither here or in Enterprise. They followed simply the government trail 
between Riley and the western forts. There was, however, one little hut 
at Junction City and another at Mud Creel: {Abilene) west thereof. Jader- 
borg, his wife, son Thure and daughter Lydia are now residing at Linds- 
borg, while Julia, who is married to E. Lindahl, lives on the old farm, 
which contains 1100 acres. 

Anders B. Carlgren was the first Swede in the Smoky Hill valley south 
of Salina. He came here January 18, 1864; settled February 15 in the same 
year on section 30, township 18, range 2, Saline county, and lived there 
until 1893, when he returned to Sweden, where he died in 1895. He was 














Note 2.—-WiLiiam L. Pata. son of Anders, recently presented a lnrve pafntin: tind 
mil to the ilistorical Soclaty. The meibera of his father's family had all paatleved reyes Bead 
and he thought the picture would be of interest tu Kansans. The wigdinill furnished powcr fon 
an extensive foundry und machine works In the early days. and the first plaw cust in Kansas was 


mude there. 


Note %.-Two errtificates for the purchase of land. signed by G. W, Ve: 

“oflice State Rail Road Lands,” Topeka, have been found among the vioeiaat Sietriclaves 
Department. One isto John Hreaton and C. M. Albinson for 560 acres of land in Cloud count, 
(S10, ¥. 5 BR. 4 W.), and is dated November 1. 1568. This was transferred the samo month ve 
John I. Swenson. at Junction City.” The other certificate is for land purchased by Robert Hen- 


derson of Jumctiun City. 


Nore 4.—L. B. PERRY and wife settled on the istand near Fort Riley i : 
from Missouri. near St, Louis. For nino years Mr, Perry operated a cone reece 
tween Whiskey Foing and Fort Riley: be farted. and alse ran a sawmill, Whiskey mor al 
Iatand City were at one tme opposite Fort Riley neat where the Junction City Country Clab os 
now Jocated, They feft Geary county in July. ie7. Perry became interested in a Santa Fo 
wagon train? in 1809 he was in the grocery trade at Port Scott. departing finally for THe = 
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born in Bitterna, Vistergétland, Sweden, in 1819, arrived in America in 
1868, and after wandering on fuot through Missouri and Kansas came to 
Saline county at the time stated. He lived, to begin with, in a hollow cot- 
tonwvod tree, and later buill a dugout and a log cabin. There was then no 
settlement or settler west or south of Carlgren in this valley. Salina was 
then not a large plice. 
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JONN A. and N. P. JOHNSON. 
First Swedish settlers. 


G. A. Johnson, from Husby, Ostergitland, Sweden, settled next to Carl- 
gren, in 1867. Peter Johnson, from Alem, Smitland, Sweden, came the 
same year; also, Andrew Johnson and family, a nephew of Carlgren. 

In the latter part of April, 1866, Gustaf Johnson, from Hofva, Vaster- 
gotland, Sweden, visited the territory where Lindsborg now is located. He 
drove from Junction City, in company with L. Huldtyvist, P. Spingberg and 
A.G. Linn, from Vistergétland; H. J. Nordlund and Ahlqvist, from Skane; 
Erik Ocks&, from Vistmanland, and Karl Johnson, from Smiéland. “At their 
return, May 1, every one, together with nine other young Swedes, filed on a 
quarter along the Smoky Hill just where Lindsborg now is situated. Johnson 
is yet in Lindsborg, a hale and hearty old man, but all the other pioneers 
heave either died or moved away. Some of their descendants are, however, 
here on the old homesteads. 

As soon as Johnson and his company had settled in this vicinity some 
more of their friends caine to stay wilh them, and in the fall of 1866, as 
well as during 1867, quite a few families arrived, some from the Eastern 
states und others from Sweden. Among these were Gust Héglund, I. M. 
Nelson, P. Hedlund, P. Elving, Major Holmberg and others. But not he- 
fore the formation of the First Swedish Agricultural Company, in 1868, in 
Chicago, was there any great influx of settlers to this neighborhood. 

She newcomers were all poor. Some had been in the war. They had to 
seek somewhere to earn their living until the soil would produce something. 
They were given employment at Foris Harker, Dodge and Scott, and on the 
Union Paeitic and Santa Fe railroads. As most of them were young men, 
they simply stayed on the land long enough to comply with the law, and 
those who had families of course left them on the homestead. There was an 
abundanveof builaloes, antelopes, turkeys, and no lack of venison, if they could 
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only manage to get some bread. Their first corn and wheat was ground at 
a windmill a little south of Salina. Texas herds, grasshoppers and droughts 
were very hard on the scanty crops in these early years. 

In 1868 the Rev. J. B. McAfee, then adjutant-general of the state, be- 
came interested in securing railroad rates, and in other services, to many 
Scandinavians then in Chicago. Awaiting the action of agents they had been 
looking over the states of Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. He secured a 
rate of $10.50 from Chicago to Kansas City and less than half rate from 
Kansas City westward. On account of a severe famine in Sweden about that 
time, many thousands came to the. states above named, and some purchases 
of land were made for them in this state, notably in the counties of Republic, 
Jewell, Cloud, Mitchell, Otiawa, Lincoln, Saline and McPherson. Rev. 8S. G. 
Larson visited Kanszs in the spring of 1868 in the interest of this movement. 
The Indian troubles, as detailed in General McAfee’s report for that year, 
were not very encouraging to immigration. 
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A. B. CARLGREN. 
L. UG. JADERBORG. 


Sven August Lindell, from Barkeryd, Smaland, Sweden, left for America 
in 1866. On the steamer he discussed with some other young Swedes on 
oourd the feasibility of organizing some kind of a colony and buying larid in 
fowa, The plan was, that as all were poor, some could go away to seck 
work, while others stayed at home and broke open the soil, ete. Lindell 
came to Galesburg, Ill., to Ohio, to Chicago; and wherever he went he 
would talk of his pet plan, to get a home of hisown. He discussed it also 
with Magnus Carlson, J. G. Bergsten and John Ferm, in Chicago, and the 
result was the formation of the First Swedish Agricultural Company in 


Chicago, April 17, 1368. 


The intention was to have a company of 100 persons, who each should 
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buy 160 acres ofland. As there was cheap land in the Smoky Hill valley in 
Kansas, they decided to buy 16,000 ucres from the Kansas Pacific Railroad 
Company. They heard of the droughts in Kansas, but thought that if God 
was willing to lead them here, he would also give rain. S.G. Larson, S. P. 
Lindgren and Dan Lindahl, wece sent to look over the land and make pur- 
chase. They decided on a tract nme miles north and south and six miles 
east and west in the southern part of what is now called Saline county and 
the north part of what is now McPherson county. The plan was to buy the 
railroad land and homestead the intervening government land. They did 
not get all the land they applied for, but the homestead land in between 
gave them sufficient territory for their colony just the same. 

The members of the com- 
a al oe pany were not all located in 





Chicago. Those in Chicago 
had friends and relatives in 
| Sweden, and there were a 





large number of them in the 
| province of Viarmland who 
7. became members even at the 
sh Mew 7 

? start. John Ferm wrote to 

eon - John Johnsen, in Backa, at 

i" oot Kroppa, C. R. Carlson, at 

. é Filipstad, and Rev. Olof Ols- 

2 = son, at the parish of Pers- 

f berg. These then interested 

j . | their friends in the enter- 

, prise, and with eighty fami- 

lies, numbering about 250 

| persons, kev. Olof Olsson 

Ene set out for the New World 

| and Kansas in May, 1869. He 

arrived at Salina in the latter 

part of June of that year, 

and became from. the very 

start the leading man in the 
colony. 

The colonists were sin- 
cerely religious, of a pietistic color, and influenced greatly by the teachings 
of C. O. Rosenius and P. Fjellstedt. They were earnest Lutherans, and 
desired above everything else to establish their church in the place 
where they were to make their home. They would begin the dig- 
ying of their dugout with prayer, and prayer and Scripture reading 
always had its place in the program for the day. They were rigorously 
honest, trustworthy and law-abiding. Hardly had they begun the erection of 
their huts before they undertook to build a house of worship. Their first 
church, simple and primitive, was erected on section Seven, Smoky Hill town- 
ship, McPherson county, out of stone from the bluffs, and in it the first 
service was held New Year's morning at five A. M., 1870. bigs 

They were hy no means clannish, but desirous of unity and order. Within 
the colony they naturally favored people of their own nationality and belief. 
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Hence the constitution of the company as well as the constitution of the 
church is written so as to admit only sincere believers in Jesus Christ of 
Swedish-Lutheran faith. 

It might Le of some interest to copy the minutes of the first meeting of 
the Agricultural Company, the constitution of the company, the land con- 
tract and the constitution of the church, for all were of importance to this 
early colony, whose influence has been so great in the development of our 
great and glorious state : 


‘CMINUTES of the meeting held at 190-192 Superior street, Chicago, IIL, 
April 17, 1868, in order to organize a Swedish Agricultural Company 
within the United States. : 
4. The meeting was opened by reading of I Corinthians, 18th chapter, 

and prayer. 

“9 “John Ferm was elected chairman pro tem. and S$. P. Lindgren, 
secretary. 

“2 “A constitution was proposed and it was decided to diseuss the same 
item by itens. ; 

“§" The preamble and the fifth paragraph were adopted. 

«8 The meeting adjourned to meet next Friday evening to continué 
the discussion, and was closed with prayer.”’ 


How long a time it took to agree upon a constitution cannot be learned, 
but the following was the result of the deliberations.: 


“CONSTITUTION FOR THES FIRST SWEDISH AGRICULTURAL COMPANY, 
OF CHICAGO, FLL. 


“Tt. The name of this corporation shall be the First Swedish Agricul- 
tura} Company. ; 

“Ti, Everyone received a8 a member of this corporation shall be a be- 
lieving Christian, adhere to the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran church, 
be industrious and thrifty, and exert himself for the upbuilding and develop- 
ment of the company. : d 

“VU, Fach member shall, when operations begin, contribute $100, and 
after that $25 the first day of every third month while this organization 
exists, but should any member not be able to contribute the full amount, he 
shall be debited by the sum so lacking, besides six per cent interest. 

‘IV. Every member is in duty hound to work for the maintenance and 
success of the corporation. Should anyone be negligent in this respect or 
oppose the progress of the company, or in some way shirk his duty as a 
member. he will have to be satisfied with such decision concerning himself 
as a majority of the members pass. 

‘VW, While this corporation exists all members shall have equal rights 
and duties. Afver five years are passed shall the common property be di- 
ie : os oe st er yeni seman . 

‘(aq committee of seven shall value all the property of 
The Jand shall be divided into forty-acre lots. Cattle a Satee boars 
shall be divided according to its value. This committee shall consist of the 
president, secretary and one director, two other members. and two who are 
not members of our company. The committee shall be selected at a special 
meeting called at least six months prior to the time for dividing the prop- 
erty. When valuation has heen completed the property onal be divided 
among the members of the carporation. s 


“(b) The land thus valued shall on a specified day be soli at auction ta’ 


the highest bidder among the inembere of the company. No lot tess than 
forty acres can be bought or sold, and no price Jess than that pat by the 
valuation committee can be uecepted. With cattle and other property the 
same rule shall obtain. _ Pay for property thus bought shall be deducted 
from each tuyer's share in the oe any. 

“(¢) What money is received above the price of the raisers 
distributed equally among the shareholders and shall noeonte ate eect 
lected at such time and in such manner as is decided upon on the day of 
auction. " 
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‘(d) For the administration of such matters as may need attention, as 
open accounts and unfinished business transactions at the dissolution of the 
company, a committee of administration, or an administrator, shall be 
chosen. 

'*(e) Should some one desire to leave the corporation prior to the ex- 
piration of the five years, he shall either get a successor satisfactory to the 
corporation, who will take upon himself all obligations of such a member, 
or he shall have no right toclaiin any of his deposited capital before the ex- 
piration of five years, and then minus the interest only. If the corporation 
should then bein straightened circumstances he shall receive from theadnin- 
istrator a note of such kind as shall then he decided. But shall the corpora- 
tion during the five years lose or not gain anything, then shall the remaining 
members have the right to receive their full depositions first without inter- 
est, and from the remainder those who have left the company may take as 
long as it lasts. 

“‘(f) The corporation shall, as soon as any operations have been begun, 
elect seven officers, or Inorg if necessary, and they shall serve for one year. 
They shall be: president, vice president, secretary, treasurer.and three di- 
rectors, and shall be elected at the annual meeting. of the corporation. 

“€(g) Should any member while the corporation lasts become sick or 
suffer some accident that would unfit him for performing his duty according 
to paragraphs II and IV, he shall not be expelled but be treated in as lenient 
a manner as the condition of the corporation will allow. 

‘t(h) Should any member die during the existence of the corporation, 
his heirs, provided they do not desire to remain in the company, ghall be 
treated inaccordance with paragraph IV; but if they desire to remain their 
duties will be those of the constitution as a whole. 

“*(i) A general meeting shall be held in the last part of June or the 
first of July every year, and besides as often as conditions demand. The 
president shall give notice of every such meeting to each member in good 
Lime. 

“¢(j) Whosoever has any complaint against the corporation. or anything 
to recommend to the same, its members or officers, etc., shall address the 

sresident, when it becomes his duty to convene the board of directors. 
it that cannot settle the matter, refer it to ageneral meeting. Complaints 
against the president shall be brought before the vice president. 

“(k) Alterations and amendments te this constitution cannot be made 
except by a two-thirds majority vote, and after such have becn discussed 
at a previous meeting. 


‘INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFICERS. 


“The president’s duties are: To preside at the sessions of the eorpora- 
tion and at the meetings of the board of directors: see to it that everyihing 
is done in a proper and orderiy way; not allow more than one to speak at 
the same time, but give each one that so desires an opportunity to speak, 
provided he deliberates on the question before thehouse. Heshall further see. 
too, that each question is thoroughly discussed and, if possible, passed upon, 
before he lets another question be presented; sign all documents; and as the 
head and leader of the corporation he shall be a firm character, sincerely 
quench ali disorder _and insubordination, but with kindness and love treat 
want and virtue. Special emphusis is laid upon his duty to care for the 
widows and orphans within the corporation as far as the circumstances of 
the. company allow 

“The vice president shall, inthe president’s absence, perform his dutics. 

“The secretary shall write and keep the record of the decisions of the 
corporation and its board of directors, and besides keep a record of the in- 
come and outlay of the corporation similar to that of the treasurer. 

“The corresponding secretary shall receive and reply to all the corre- 
spondence of the company, and inform absent members of the doings of the 
corporation if these concern any individual member. Concerning letters that 
demand a meeting of the whole company he shall immediately inform the 
presicent. , 

“The treasurer shall receive all money coming to the corporation and 
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pay out according to the decision of the same. He een hey no sum larger 
than ten dollars at one time without asking the board of directors, but must 
a payment he made so quickly that the board cannot convene, and the cor- 
poration should lose financially if payment is delayed, then he may pay such 
dues with the consent of the president or some director. He shail further 
keep the books in proper shape at all times, and present in a written report 
the condition of the treasury to each annual meeting. If he should misuse 
his great trust, the board of directors shall have the power to depose him, 
and the president shall have charge of the books until an extra meeting be 
called, when the case shali he considered and if necessary a new treasurer 
elected. 

“Phe duties of the directors shall be to have at heart the welfare of the 
corporation; defend the same against false reports; prevent strife and di- 
visions. if such should arise among the members; to assist by kind advice 
and information the members and officers; be present at all meetings and 
vote conscientiously and impartially, and also assist the officers by corre- 
spondence or otherwise as the circumstances may demand. 

J. Fer, President. 

J. G. BERGSTEN, Vice President. 

S. P. LINDGREN, Secretary and Treasurer. 

S. A. LINDELL, Corresponding Secretary. 
~ A. P. Linpe and J. O. LINDH, Direciors.”’ 


The charter is of a later date. The company was formed, bought land 


“and made settlement, but did not know the need of incorporation. As soon 


as it found out that incorporation was necessary, this was attended to. 
This explains why the charter differs in some respects from the constitu- 
tion, and why it ig of solute adate. | 

“CHarrer of the ‘First Swedish Agricultural Company of McPherson 
County,’ prepared and adopted in pursuance of an act of the legislature of 
Kansas, 29th day of February, a. D. 1865, as follows, to wit: 


' FIRST. 
‘The name of this corporation shall be The First Swedish Agricultura} 
Company of McPherson County. 


‘SECOND. 

‘The purpose of this corporation shall be the promotion of immigration, 
the encouragement of «wgriculture, and the purchase, location and laying out 
of town sites and the sale and conveyance of the same in lots and subdivi- 
gions or otherwise. 

“THIRD. 

“The business of this corporation shall be transacted at Lindsborg, in 
McPherson county, in the stute of Kansas, and at the city of Chicago, in 
the state of Lilinois. 

'*POURTH. 
“The term of existence of this corporation shall be twenty years. 
“PIPTH. 


“The number of directors of this corporation shall be eleven, and for the 
year next ensuing they shall be the following-named persons, that is to say: 
John Ferm and John Henry Johnson. who severaily reside in Me!herson 
county in the state of Kansas, and Andrew M. Olson, who resides in Saline 
county, state of Kansas, who are respectively citizens of the state of Kan- 
sas, and Peter Colseth, Andrew P. Monten, John O. Lind, Swen Samuelson, 
John G. Bergsten. Nils Johnson, Car! A. Curlson and August P. Brandt, 
who severally reside in the city of Chicago in the state of Illinois. 


‘SIXTH. 


“This corporation has no capital stock. The property of this corporation 
consists of certain parcels of land, some whereof are situated in MePherson 
county, and some in Saline county, in the state of Kansas, amounting in the 
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aggregate to thirteen thousand one hundred and sixty-eight 3, acres of land, 
which said land was heretofore contracted for in behalf of this corporation 
from the Union Pacifie Railway Company, by a certain contract in writing 
bearing the date first day of September, a. D. 1868, on which contract sun. 
dry payments of principal and interest have been made on behalf of this 
company of the purchase for said land to the amount of ten thousand dollars 
or thereabouts, together with divers and numerous articles of personal 
property, goods and chattels, consisting of domestic animals, horses, cattle, 
sheep and swine and agricultural and farming utensils, machines, and im- 
plements, amounting, together with the land aforesaid, in value to the sum 
of seventy-five thousand dollars or thereabouts. Witness our hands this 
28th day of February, a. D. 1870. 


PETER COLSETH, S. SAMUELSON, 
J. O. Linpu, AuGust P. BRanpt, 
Car. A. CARLSON, Joun G. BERGSTEN, | 
N. JOHNSON, J. HH. JOHNSON, 
JOUN FERM, ANDREW M. OLson.”’ 
ANDREW Deter MONTEN, 

**CONTRACT. 


**Land Department of the Union Pacific Railway Company, E. D. 


‘This agreement, mare this first day of September in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, between the Union Pacitic Railway Company, E. D., 
of the first part, anc the First Swedish Agricultural Company of McPherson 
County, Kansas, of the second part, ia Sete | aay oul a 

Witnesseth, That in consideration of the stipulation herein contained and 
payments to be made as hereafter specified, the first party hereby agrees 
to sell unto the said second party the following-described lands in the state 
of Kansas, viz.: 


Deacription. Section. Town. Range. 

19 16 3 west. 
21 16 oO eS 
ss 23 16 3 OSS 
27 16 ag) Ms 
20 16 3 4 
3h 16 3) 
33 16 se cee 
NW), of NEYM............2.. 35 16 aide 
N3é and SW!4 of NW3z...... 35 16 ou 
NW1 of SWIY....... 2s. 35 16 3 4 
1 LT ap 
3 alii oe 
5 17 oe ee 
; if ned 3 “4 
BWg of NEM. eiwwsive snes 9 V7 3 
NWA. cctaonex weno 4 Os Mis 9 17 ay els 
NW of SESS oe eee 9 17 3 
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Oontuining, according to the United States survey, thirteen thousand and 
sixty-eight ;’55 acres, for the sum of twenty-nine thousand six hundred and 
twenty-nine yo's dollars, with the interest annually at the rate of six per 
cent. Payment has been made and received of five thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-five yoy dollars ($5925.97), and the remaining principal, with the 
annual accruing interest. shali be paid at the general {and oftice of the first 
part in five annual payments, at the time and in the manner following; that 
is to say: 


Day. Month. Year. l'rineipal. Interest. Amount. 
First payment...... Ist Sept. 1869 ......... $1,422 22 $1,422 23 
Second oo xead a Ist Sept. 1879 $5,925 97 1,422 23 7,318 20 
Third savas Ist Sept. 187] 592597 1,066 67 6,992 64 
Mount eo Gaara Ist Sept. 1872 §,025 97 Blt ae 6,687 99 
ith "eaten Ist Sept. 1873 5,925 96 355 56 6, 281-52 


‘tAnd the said second party, in consideration of the premises, hereby 
agree to pluce at least fifty families upon said land in south half T. 16 S., 
BR. 3 W., and T. 178., 8. 8 W., within cighteen months from this date, and 
further agree that within two years from this date and in each of the then 
next ensuing two years they or their legal representatives or assigns will 
improve, by tillage or some other course of good husbandry, at least one- 
tenth of said lands, so that at the expiration of suid four years not less thin 
three-tenths of the premises emhraced in this contract shall have been used 
for cultivation; and further, the second party agree that they will make 
punctual payment of the above sums as each of the same respectively be- 
comes due, and that en 5 will regularly and seasonably pay all such taxes 
and assessments us may hereafter be imposed upon said proces, In case 
the second party, their legal representatives or assigns, shall pay the severil 
suing of money aforesaid punctually and at the time above limited, and 
shall strictly and literally perform all and singular their agreements and 
stipulations aforesaid after their true tenor and intent, then the first party 
will enuse to be made and executed unto the said second party, their heirs 
or assigns (upon request at the general land office of the first party and the 
surrender of this contract), a deed conveying said premises in fee simple 
with the ordinary covenants of warranty; and in case said second party shall 
be unable te make any of the payments under this contract when the same 
shall become due, and shall make aflidavit to this effect, the first party 
agree that of the lands hereinbefore described there shall be deeded to said 
second party by said first party a sufficient number of acres to represent 
the purchuse money paid under this contract at the time of such failure or 
default; but the lands to be so deeded in the event of such default and in 
consideration of the money paid on this contract shall be selected from the 
lands aforesaid by the agent of the second party and by land commissioner 
of the first party, and in the event of disapreement between the agent of 
the second party and said land commissioner the decision of the president of 
the Union Pacific Railway Company, EF. D., shall be final. 

“The lands to be selected shall be sold at the present selling price for 
such tracts a8 they stand upon the books of the said first party. and not at 
the uniform price of two ,%') dollars per acre as herein rated. The first 
party ugree to donate to said second party, or to such parties as they may 
designate, without cost to said second party, one hundred and sixty acres 
of land in section seventeen (17), in township seventeen (17) south, in range 
three (3) west of the sixth principal meridian, in the state of Kansas. for 
church and school purposes, prov ided that a church is erected on said tract 
in good faith within five years from date of this apreement; and in ease of 
any failure or departure of the secund party to fully execute on their part 
this contract in any essential particular, the agreement to donate the one 
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hundred and sixty acres for church and schoo! purposes shall be nul! and 


oid. ] 

“¢ And it ig hereby agreed and covenanted by ihe parties hereto that time 
and punctuality are material and essential ingredients in this contract and 
said parties of the first part reserve the right immediately upon the failure 
of the party of the second part to comply with the stipulations of this con- 
tract to-enter upon such land aforesaid as may by such default revert tothe 
first party and take immediate possession thereof, together with the im- 
provements and appurtenants thereto belonging, and the said party of the 
second part covenant and agree that they will surrender unto said party of 


. the first part such land and appurtenances without delay or hindrance, and 


no court shall relieve the party of the second part from the failure to comply 
strictly and literally with the contract; and it is further stipulated that no 
assignmert of the premises shall be valid unless.the same shall be indorsed 
hereon, and that no agreements or conditions or relations between the sec- 
ond party and their assigns or any other ser ap acquiring title or interest 
from or through them shall preclude the first party from the right to con- 
vey the premises to the second party or their assigns on the surrender of 
this agreement and the payment of the unpaid portion of the purchase 
money which may be due to the first party. 

In witness of which, the Union Pacific Railroad Company, Eastern Divi- 
sion, has caused these presents in duplicate to be signed by the commis- 
sioner and the secretary of the land department, under theseal of snid com- 
pany, and the second party has hereto set signutures on the day and year 


-dNo. P. DEVEREUX, .-(Scat.} 
Couimisstoner. 
Cuas. B. LAMBorN, (Seal.) 
Sec. U. P. R. Co., B.D. 
JOHN Ferro, President. (Seal.) 
S. P. LINDGREN, Seerctary. (Seal.) 


“Countersigned by SAMUEL J. GILMORE, Secretary.” 


"State of Kansas, Saline county, ss. 

‘*] do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
contract from the U. P. R. Company, E. D., with First Swedish Agricul- 
tural Company of McPherson County, as filed in this office for record the 
22 day of March, A. D. 1869, at ten A. ml. And there wus thirty-five cents 
international revenue stamps thereon and properly cancelled. 

BE. LINCOLN, 
x o. Register of Deeds. 


‘““GONSTITUTION OF THE BETHANY SWEDISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH OF LINDSRORG, KAN. 

‘1. The name of our church igs the Bethany Swedish Evangelical Lu- 
theran Congregation, Lindsborg. Kun. 

“2. The congregation accepts the confession of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, but wishes testand in a friendly and brotherly relation to Christians 
of other Protestant denominations. 

“3. Sinee the congregation, according to the Word of God, is convinced 
and confesses that participation in Holy Communion on the part of the un- 
converted does not have a helpful but hurtful influence, she cannot admit 
to this sacrament any one unless such a person has been carefully examined 
by the pastor and the deacons concerning the genuineness of his conversion. 

“4. Each and all desiring to become members of this congregation shall 
apply for admission to one of the deacons, byt cannot be admiited before 
the pastor and the deacons have thoroughly discussed his application. 

*'S. Persons who are to become members shall publicly, before the con- 
Eregation, promise faithfulness to God and his Word, and by general prayers 
be welcomed and blessed. oe 

6. Children born of parents within as well as without the church shal! 
at the suitable time be by the pastor instructed in the truths of Christianity, 
and, if they desire to become participants in Holy Communion, received into 


we ee 
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the congregation in the same manner as aforesaid concerning reception of 
members. 

“7 Only such persons shall be elected as deacons and trustees who are 
recognized by the church as true and belicving Christians, as far as hurnan 
judgment actording to God’s Word is able to decide. 

“9 Bach deacon shall, by personal conversation, endeavor to find out in 
what slate of spiritual development he who seeks admission into this eon- 
gregation may be, and thereafter report his findings to the chureh council 
(the deacons, with the pastor as chairman), which then shall decide accord- 
ing to paragraph 4 concerning the applicant. 

“9. The deacons shall be Consecrated before the pastor and the congre- 
gation by giving 2 solemn promise of faithfulness to God and the congregra- 


tion und by praycr. ( Signed.) 


C. Carvson, E. 0. 5tar, 

C. JOUANSON, OLoF SVENSON, 
M. CARLSON, A. ISRICKSON, 
JONN H. JouNson, A. JOHN NILSSON, 
JOHN TRAIN, JAN JANSSON, 

P. PETERSON, Eu ERSON. 


‘tL InDSpORG, Kan., August 19, 1869.’’ 


THE GALESRURG COLONIZATION COMVANY 


Was organized in the fallof 1868. Rev. A. W. Dahisten, pastor of the Lu- 
theran church at Galesburg, Iil., was the prime mover in this enterprise. At 
a meeting held in his chureh, where Olof Thorstenberg was chairman and 
J. P. Strémavist secretary, and where over 300 persons were gathered, it 
was decided to send a committee to Kansas to investigate conditions for 
settlement, and, if found favorable, to buy land for the contemplated colony. 
This committee consisted of Doctor Dahtsten, Olof Thorsteuberg, Gustaf 
Johnson, John Rodelland Wm. Johnson. After having visited this valley they 
bargained with the Kansas Pacific Railroad Company for twenty-two sec- 
tions of land in Saline and McPherson counties, and then brought the rail- 
road company’s lund agent home to Galesburg. Here cach member bought 
his own piece of Jand, and the company was at once dissolved, but it had 
served its purpose and brought hundreds of thrifty and industrious young 
Swedes to the plains of Kansas. The twenty-two sections bought were 
located northwest, west and southwest of the land bought by the Chicago 
colony. This purchase served only as a nucleus for a larger settlement, 
however, for not only was the intervening homestead land taken possession 
of, but all available land in the whole neighborhood, and within only a 
couple of years there was no land to be had in this valley. One of the 
largest settlements of Swedes in the United States had been formed, and 
central Kansas was no more a terra mcognita or a grazing ground for the 
buffalo or the Texas herds. 

The setllement has grown until if covers a territory thirty miles north 
and south and twenty to twenty-five miles east and west, and proves to le 
one of the garden spots of Kansas. About 20,000 Swedes or descendants of 
Swedes are found here to-day, and some have a rigtit to be counted among 
the most well-to-do and influential people within the borders of the state. 

The colony owes its prosperity in no amall way to the gifted and indus- 
trious leadership of Dr. Glof Olsson, the founder of Lindsborg, and the well 
known and brilliant Dr. Carl Swensson. The influence of both these men 
has heen of national dimensions, but no less great within the borders of our 
Btate. 
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Lindsborg, the central city of the colony, has over 2000 inhabitants, nearly 
all of Swedish descent. It is considered the cleanest city in Kansas, and 
has a good sewer system, waterworks and electric light plant, owned and 
controlled by the city, and harbors within its borders Bethany College, an 
institution supported by the Swedish Lutheran Church, having annually over 
$0) students, counting among its faculty members Kansas’ foremost land- 
scape-painter, Sven hirger Sandzen, and famous al! over the United States 
for its splendid Messiah concerts. 

The city of Lindsborg was Jaid out by J. H. Johnson and C. R. Carlson, 
in the fall of 1869. Johnson became its first postmaster, and was one of 
the commissioners appointed by the governor to call the first election and 
organize McPherson county in 1870. The first election was held at Sveadal, 
March 24, and 197 Republican and 1 Democratic votes were east. In the 
fall of the same year the county seat was moved to Lindsborg, which then 
consisted of one building erected by the Agricultural Company. In 1878 
McLlherson became the county seat. Lindsborg hus never had a saloon or 
| un opera house. Its first public school was held in the courthouse in 1871, 
aud Mrs. Warner was the first teacher. There were but half a dozen 
children. ' 

Salina, Fremont, Salemsborg, Assaria, Falun, Marquette and Smolan are 
’ situated in the territory of the Galesburg company. 

Salina was the distributing point for the whole settlement, and very 
naturally some of the Swedes stopped and made their homes there. N. P. 
' Nelson, Gust Engstrom, Anders Vikberg, ©. A. Ilolm, M. A. ‘Thelander, 
| Anders Hart, Anna G. Hart, S. Lundberg, C. Thelander, Carl Séderberg, 
i G. Eklund, Frank Eklund, Hans Ostberg, I’. O. Rydbeck, P. J. Peterson, 
f John Johnson, Emma Larson, Mathilda Anderson, Christine Holmberg, Sven 
t Mattson, N. P. Engwall and Carl Fil were the very first settlers. Several 
\ 
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_ of them had families. Although there always have been a larve number of 
i) Swedes in Salina, they never were the controlling element. 

i Fremont received its first settlers in 1868. In December of that year 
. J.P. Stromqvist settled near the place where the churel now is, and early 
in the follawing year a large number of Galesburg people followed in his 
steps. Among the first ones we find J. P. Rodell, Isak Hakanson, G. Ceder- 
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holo, C. J. Strémqvist, the six Dahjsten brothers, C. N. Lundqvist, C. J. Hak- 
anson, S. A. Palmqvist, A. P. Hikanson, J. M. Carlson, F. G. Hakanson and 
C.J. Sundgren. A church building was erected in 1870, whieh is yet in good 


condition, although long since too smal] for the congregation. ‘This is the 


oldest house of worship in existence in central Kansas. 


Salemsborg belongs to the same settlement as Fremont. Its history is 


therefore similar to Fremont’s. One of the first houses built was the soc 
church, which was user for the first time September 29, 1869. Among the 


very first settlers we find C. J. Brodine, L. J. Larson, I. M. Daniclson, — 


August Frost, Capt. J. Ekholm, J. Sandberg, S. A. Appelqvist and John 
and@ Olof Thorstenberg. 

Assaria is an outgrowth of Salemsborg. Mans Peterson, B. P. Hessler, 
Svan Johnson, Sam. Peterson, Chas. Thorstenberg, John Trulson and John 
Johnson are some of the first settlers. The prosperous little village within 
the settlement has a population of about 350. 

Falun is also an outgrowth of Salemsborg. Its oldest inhabitant is Fric 
Sundgren, who came from Dalarna, Sweden, in November, 1868. In the fol- 
lowing spring L. J. Anderson, L. J. Larson, Jacob Malmgren, J. G. Hed- 
berg and C. J. Sandberg arrived. }t was also here that Erie Forsee, who 
was the leader of a colony from Bishop Hill, DL, took up his abode in 1869. 
Major Forsee was a veteran of the Civil War. ‘the settlement jnclutes a 
thrifty little village of about 190 persons. 

Smolan is another outgrowth of Salemsborg. Charles Frank, its first 
settler, came in the company of J. P. Strémqvist in 1868, and took up his resi- 
dence here sometime lefore Christmas that year. The settlement contains 
a village of about seventy inhabitants. 

Marquette is a branch of Fremont. Andrew Erickson, the first settler, 
came in December, 1868, and was in Strémaqvist’s company. lle settled just 
where now is a flourishing village of about 800 persons. 

New Gottland is a settlement adjacent to Lindshorg and MePherson. Its 
first settler, C. J. Hanson, located in Mareh, 1871. In April of the same 
year, Sven and Gust Burk, and in June A. T. and N. T. Olson and Hans 
Nelson arrived. Later, in the fall, there was a large influx of settlers. The 
first services here were held New Year’s day, 1872, and Dr. Olof Olsson or- 
ganized the congregation in July the same year. 

McPherson has a population of about 4500 people, quite a number of 
whom are of Swedish descent. The Swedish settlement is, however, a 
branch of New Gottland. J. A. Swenson, H. A. Lindberg, John Post, G. A. 
Sohlberg, J. P. Léfgren, Gust Post, Carl Rengtson, A. J. Gustafson, J. A. 
Thulin, Alf. Rotsten, C. Anderson, C. A. Seilberg, N. N. Lincoln, Osear 
Eklund and Nils Moden are some of the tirst citizens. 

New Andover is, in a way, also an outgrowth of the Galesburg colony. 
It is in facta part of the Fremont settlement. Among those who were first 
to settle here are Anders Bolin, August, Aron and J. P. Johnson, Erik 
Johnson, N. Nygren, John Carlson, Anders and Peter Swenson. The church 
building is situated a little east of the famous ‘’stone corral,’’ near the 
Santa Fe trail. 

Enterprise received its first Swedish settler in 1858, when Swenson and 
Jiderborg selected their claims, and Jiiderborg was especially instrumental 
in inducing his countrymen to come here. The colony is, however, not large. 
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Marion Hill, near Dwight, dates back as far as 1875. The first arrivals 
were J. Rolph, S. Ek, J. Leander, N. Nelson, J. Johnson, P. Martinson, N. 
Johnson, Mrs. Tysell and Mrs. Landin. 

Burdick dates from 1881. Its firat settlers were J. Setterstrom, P. 
3jérkbick and J. Gustafson. The colony is, however, growing, as people 
are yet moving in from Illinois. 

Hutchinson received its first Swe- 





dish citizens in 1869. They were ee 
Fred Ryde, M. Nyberg, F. Walker, 

J. Swenson, P. Svenson, S. J. Lee- Fist 

berg, N. J. Patrick, P. Talbot, and |. a 


Miss Leeberg. Sven Eskilson came 


inhabitants, several of whom are 
Swedes. Those who first settled 
here are Jobn A. Nelson, John De- 1 EY 
lander, Fred Nystrom, N. F. Carl- |. 

son, Adolf Simonson, Per Erickson, 
O. W. Olin, Alfred Polson, and 8. P. 
Abrahamson. All came in 1879. ; } 
This was once quite a prosperous 
colony, but a large number, scared 
by the droughis, left. Those who | 

remained, however, do not regret 

now that they did so. ‘The last = fa =e — 
years have been blessed with goud DR. A. W. DAHLSTEN. 

crops. 

Page, Sharon Springs and Stockholm are results of the Swedish Coloni- 
vation Company, organized in Lindsborg June 11, 1887. J. Peterson was 
elected president, C. J. Stromqvist secretary, and J. M, Erickson treasurer. 
lts uim was to locate Swedes of Lutheran faith in larger colonies on the 
plains of the West, and settlements were made at the aforenatned places. 

In 1985, GC. J. Falk, John Samuelson and Gust Larson came to Tage. 
They were followed in the next years, however, by quite a number of coun- 
trymen from Page county, lowa, and Fillmore county, Nebraska. 

In 1887 Oscar Felix settled at Sharon Springs. John Hi. Edberg and 
Anders Peterson came in 1888. J. tloleomb, J. M. Krickson, Olof Engstrom, 
S. N. Nelson, J. P. Peterson and S. J. Holland came soon after. 

In 1887, Nels Larson and Svedlund settled at Stockholm. Mat. ITolcomb, 
I’. Videgren, T. Martinson, Olof Larson, Anders Olson, Nils Olson and S. 
Glad eame soon after, some from Illinois and some from eastern Kansas. 

In 1885 quite a number of Swedes settled north of Healy, in Gove county, 
and about the same time another colonization attempt was made in Trego 
county, but, like other setllements in western Kansas, these have had poor 
success. The severe droughts have been the main hindrance to progress. 
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i‘ 
Conditions have, however, been more favorable of late, and hope has again ! 
been kindled in the hearts of those who have remained. 

In 1869 there was an effort made to establish a settlement on Spiilman: 
creek, Lincoln county, northwest of Salina, but the Indinn massaere on 
May 30 of that year? put an end to this enterprise as far as the Swedes 
were concerned. Those that were not killed by the Indians lefi, and a few 
came to Lindsborg and have since lived here.- 

Among these are Jolin T. and Peter M. Elmqvist, of Lindshorg, and 
Peter J. Johnson, who now lives at Marquette. Besides the raid on Spill- 
man creek the old people tell of another, in 1867, by some of the Osages, 
who took with them a woman and child? from the vicinity of Sharp's creek. 
The Indians hurt the settlers otherwisein no way, but they would, of course, 
now and then come to them and beg, and, if chances were favorable, also 
steal. 

We have now enumerated the larger gatherings of Swedes in central an} 
western Kansas. Swedes are, however, found in most every city and county 
of the state, as well in the western as in the eastern part. 

There are several large colonies along the Solomon, Republican’ and Blue 
rivers, also at Osage City, Savonburg, Topeka, Kansas City (Kan.), Sc. 
Marys, Ottawa, Jola, Vilas and Chanute. 

It is estimated that there are about 30,000 people of Swedish descent in 
éentral and western Kansas and about 50,000 in the whole state. This is 
considered a conservative estimate, but is nothing but an estimate, as there 
are no means by whieh the exact number can be ascertained. 

Although they are not unfamiliar with the language of the land, the 
church language of the Swedes in Kansas has hitherto mainly been the 
Swedish, and the dilferent denominations claim membership as follows: 
About 15,000 of the Swedes, gathered in sixty-six congregations in Kansas, 
belong to the Lutheran chureh, here represented mainly by the Augustana 
Synod of North America, which synod is one of the larger hodies that make 
up the fenera] council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of North America. 





NOTE 5.~-See uecount of monument erected at Lincoln Center. in the article by the secretary, 
in Lhis volume. on Memorial Monuments and Tablets. 


Nore 6.—-The captives were Mrs. Bassett nud her infant of a few daya, The mother being 
too weak to thle. they were left upon the prairie. and were found ly Mr. Bassett and some 
neighbore, who were absent at the time of theeuplure. The infant dicd from exposure.—Cut- 
Jers Jlistory of Kansas, b. $11, : 


Nore 7.—In 1868 the Scandinavian Agricultural Society of Chicago eelected land for a colony 
jn Republic county, and located fifteen Swedish set Uers the first Year near the present town of 
Scandia. During the years 1568 to 187] a larga finmigratiun of their enuntrymen. both from the 
United States and Sweden, atrived, and ithe colony by 1883 numbered at least a thousand meni- 
bers. The sawmill sent out by the Chicaso support of the colony did good service in furnishinis 
native lumber from the timber alons: the Republicun. and was jater converted into a grist mill.— 
Cutler's History of Kunsas. 1854, p. i038. 1. O. Savage. in his History of Republic Cauaty, 1991. 
mutitions that at the election of 1509 for permanent Incation of the xounty geat. New Scundia re- 
eeived forty-two votes ard the winning town, Eellevfite. fifty-nine. Rut five oiler votes were 

St. 
ease [Archives Department, No. 524. class 970.] 

“Vo his Mreelleney, Governor uf the State of Konsaa: Undersigned setual sctilera in the 
new Scandinivian settlement in the Republican valley, in the county of Repuhite. atare of Kan- 
sas, hereby petition thnt « company of fifty soldiers muy be sent to camp near this settlement. 
as anfeguard nzalnst the Indians. of whom now and then a few are seen near this settlements 
which ison the exposud border of this sinte. Ad several hundred Senndinavians intend to come 
‘here to setule by next sMmiinsz, 1s the only salvation to keep the tndiaus out this winter; if they 
are ailoved to commit nny deprerations now it will prevent the further setcling of this country 
by @ stood and hardy race of settlers, -“New Scandinavia, Decentber 4. 1468. 

“G. Petteson. A. BE. Oxibery, Ferd Wesson. G. Ashiornsen. Tho Svendsen. J. R. Sandrett. Th. 
Wohlfort, A. J. Stodber. J. A, Lundin. A. Enborn. A. Rergeren. A.J. Brundbek. A. Larasin, 
3. Oleson. Carl Lyshotm. B. 1, Gievaing. G. A. Ohsfeld:. M. Johnsen, Curun Clase. A. Baikatron. 
P. Larsen, Carl Fredrik Holinberg, P. E. Watin, C. ls. Halmberg, Edward Carsten, G. F. Holin- 
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These support Bethany College, at Lindsborg; the Orphanage, ut Mariadali; 
the Old People’s Home, at Lindsborg, and give some aid to the Swedish 
Hospital at Kansas City, Mo. Besides, substantial aid is given to the 
Augustana College and Theological Seminary at Rock Island, Iil., and the 
Lutheran Deaconess Home at Omaha, Neb. 

Lindsborgs-Posten, a Swedish weekly, Bethany Messenger, the college 
weekly, and the Kansas Young Lutheran, a bilingual monthly, all published 
at Lindsborg, serve as organs of the Swedish Lutheran Church within the 
state. 

The Mission covenant counts 1600 members, gathered in twenty-six con- 
gregations within the state. These support an academy at McPherson at- 
tended by 142 students, and have as their church organ the Kansas Missions 
Vidning, a Swedish monthly published at Lindsborg. 

The Swedish Baptists count 820 members, distributed in fourteen con- 
gregations within the state, and support a home for the aged in Clay Center, 
called Sunset Home. : 

The Swedish Methodists number 885 persons, distributed in seven con- 
gregations, and are planning to establish a home for the aged at Clay Center. 

The Free mission has a congregation of about thirty members in Linds- 
borg. 

What number of Swedes belong to the English-speaking denominations 
it is impossible to say. 

The influence of the Swedes in politics has heen considerable. Dr. Olof 
Olsson was instrumental in passing some of the good laws of our state, and 
Dr. Carl Swensson was for years one of the leaders, not only within the state, 
but within the nation. Iere are the naines of those who have held politi- 
cal offices within McPherson and Saline counties: 


McPherson County. 


County commissioners: John H. Johnson (special commissioner), March 
1, 1870to May 9, 1870; John Ferm, first district, May 9, 1870, to January, 1874. 
John P. Strémqvist, Lindsborg, first district, January, 1874, to January, 





bere. L. G. Hanson, C. H. Rrunailius. P. A. Brunailius, T. Sjostrom, N, Hansen, C. Bergman, P. 
Janson, J. PY. Holmstrom, J, P. Borsesson. Henrik Olssen. C. Aug. Holmsatram. irik Olsen. 
Auyust Haakonaon, John Erikson, M. Snedahl, A.G. Andersen, K.E. Johnsen. John Breaton, 
agent for thé colony.” st ; 4 

On the margin is this description: "Section 17. township 8, range 4 west.’ The present 
town of Seand{e is located in a portion of section 17. 

From manuscmpts found in the Archives Department of the Historical Society it is learned 
that Jolin Rreaton. agent for this colony, returned to Chicaso. and in February, 1869, was inter- 
exled in the publication of a ''Seundinnvian-English newspaper of Agriculture and Keonomy.*' 

Christian Anderson. of Scamtin, was agent of the Svandinuvian Agricultural Society in 1872, 
and John Engstrom, of Lawrence. was its agent in 1873. 

B. 3, Giersing, a member of the Scandia colony. returned to Chicago. becoming secretary of 
the society in 1872. He wrote several Icttersto Secretary of State Smallwood. whichdisclosed the 
fact that the Scandinavian Agricultural Society of Chicago held o patent dated Noveisber 23, 
1689, for about 7483 acres of railrond innd. foy which Bnglehart H. Hansen, of Republic county, 
bad puid $38.854.52. to be held in trust for the Scandinavian Axriculturad Society. Mr. Giersiny 
complained that two sectiuts of their lauds in Cloud eounty had been rold by a railrond company 
to 13. Steeler and J. F. Jay. From further correspondence it seems that the government Paid 
hack the purchase money for these tw sections te Steelrr nul Jay. 

In the correspondence of Geo. W. Veale. state agent for railroad lands, there were found 
Mmuny applications from Swedes and Norwesiuns for lands in Cloud, Republic, Riley and Potta- 
watamic counties, 

.. Niels Christenson wrote fron) Randotph post office, February 28, 1848, inquiring for lands in 
his locality, stating: “We bave a settlement of Swedes here, und we wish to locate a8 many of 
our countrymen as near here a8 possible, for hetter to maintain ouc churches and achoo 

_ 3.1. Houston, of Junction City, wrote to Mr. Veale. October 24, 1588, recallingr his anplica- 
lion for section 18, township 2, ranse 4 west, newr preseut Shardahl, stating that many Swedes 
had retUed near by and he would sive way to then. 

Ser, Audreas, ». 983, for mention of this Scandinavian colony, some of whose members went 
to Jewell euunty. John Daohi, killed by Indians. 1489, 
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1878; John P. Grant, second district, January, 1880, to January, 1886; C. J. 
Strémqvist, first district, January, 1891, to December 16, 1892, (resigned). 

County clerk: John Rundstrom, special eounty clerk, March 1, 1870, to 
May 9, 1870; O. EL. Hawkinsou, two terms, January, 1892, to January, 1896; 
J. O. Strérqvist (first officer born within the county), two terms, Janu- 
ary, 1905, to January, 1909; Gust Nyquist, January, 1909, to January, 1911. 

County treasurer: Anton Hogwall, two terms, August 7, 1876, to Octo- 
ber 13, 1880; P. J. Lindholm, two terms, October, 1885, to December, 1890; 
Andrew Goodholm (appointed), February 18, 1890, to October, 1890; John P. 
Grant, two terms, October, 1894, to October, 1898; ©. J. Stromquist, two 
terms (five years), October, 1898, to October, 1903. 

County attorney: Charles Ferm, January, 1877, to January, 1879; F. 0. 
Johnson, two terms, January, 1898, to January, 1902. 

Clerk of district court: S. J. Swenson, May 9, 1870, to January, 1873. 

Coroner: John Kunstrom, May 9, 1870, ta January, 1872. 

Sheriff: Hans Wickstrom, January, 1872, to January, 1874; Emil Gustaf- 
son, two terms, January, 1907, to January, 291). 

Register of deeds: Eben Carlsson, two terms (five years) January, 1900, 
to January, 1905. 

Probate judge: S. A. Sward, four terms, January, 1903, to January, 1911, 

County superintendent: Olof Olsson, one term, May 9, 1870, to September 
18, 1871. 

Representative: Olof Olsson, one term, November 11, 1870, to January, 
1873; C. A. Swensson, one term, January, 1889, to January, 1891: C. J. 
Strémquist, two terms, January, 1893, to January, 1897; Charles Lander, 
three terms, January, 1905, to January, 1911, 

County assessor: D. H. Grant, January, 1908, to January, 1909. 

State superintendent of public instreetion: Frank Nelson, two terms, 
January 1899, to January, 1903. 


Saline Countzy. 


Commissioners: Olof Forsee, 1880-1882, 1998; Peter Svedlund, 1888-1889, 
1897-1898; N. O. Carlson, 1892-1893; Wm. ©. Benson, 1904-1908. 

County clerk: John Anderson, 1875-1876. 

Clerks of district court: N. Petersen, 1874-1878; N. Ferlen, 1882-ISS4; 
C. J. Fredrickson, 1854-1890; F. O. Ostenberg, 1890-1894; Aug. Svedenborg, 
1894-1898; J. E. Rydberg, 1898-1902; Alex. Hederstedt, 1902-1906; Aug. V, 
Anderson, 1906, 

Sheriffs: Olof Forsee, 1883-1891, 1897-1898; EE. M. Anderson, 1891-1895; 
J. Malmgren, 1895-1897; Aug. Svedenborg, 1899-1904. 

Register of deeds: Chas. Sandeen, 1875-1877. 

Representatives: Lric Forsee, 1872-1874; Nels Peterson, 1880--1882. 

Railroad assessor: M. M. Danielson, 1871-1873. 

BUSINESS LIFE IN LINDSHORG PRIOR TO 1900, ‘. 

As early as the year 1866 a trading point was established in this com- 
munity on the banks of the Smoky Hill river, on section 9 (Rostad), and 
conducted by Sam Shields. The merchandise was hauled from Leavenworth 
by team. Most of the trading done here was with the Indians, from whom 
buffalo hides were taken in exchange for merchandise. ‘Ihese hides were 
then taken to Topeka and exchanged for the actual cash. This store waa 
abandoned in 1868. 
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DR. CARL SWENSSON. 


The carly trading point for the Swedish people in this part of the yalley 
was Salina. It was to this point that they must go when they wished to 
provision themselves or to dispose of their grain. A journey to Salina 
meant an absence of two days in most cases, as the slow moving ox teams, 
which were the beasts of burden in those dys, could not make the jouMey in 
less time, Those who were fortunate enough to have a team of horses 
could make the journey heavily loaded in one day, but this day was extended 
far into the night. Often one of the settlers would make the trip and pur- 
chase provisions for himself and many of his neighbors, and this arrange- 
ment saved the individual many trips, except when he wished to market hia 
products. Salina was even the general trading point for several years after 
a point had been established in this vicinity, as the stock carried was smal! 
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and not complete enough to satisfy the simple wants of the settlers. The 
Swedish Agricultural Society store, owned by people in the East, was a 
place usually patronized by our people. 
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Oldest house in McPherson county. Built by 
Cc. F. Norstram, June, 1868. 


The first store in the Swedish colony was established in the epring of 
1869, hy?John Henry Johnson. It was located in a log house on C. FP. Nor- 
strom’s farm, just west of Lindsborg. Of course, the supply carried was 
very small, consisting of coffee, sugar, flour, pork and tobaceo. This store 
was continued for several yearson Mr. Norstrom’s farm and then moved 
to the town site and merged with the store known as the Swedish Agricul- 
tural Society store. J. H. Johnson was appointed Lindsborg’s first post- 
master, Decetnher 1, 1896. In the fall of 1869 a similar trading place was 
begun on the south half of the southeast quarter of section 30, by Maj. L, 
Holmberg.® The supplies carried here were also very small. This place 
was called Sveadal, and Mr. Holmberg was appointed postmaster, mail 
being hauled from Salina by wagon once a week. The business was con- 
tiuued for several years, but finally the stock was moved to the town site 
and clused out. 

In the spring of 1870 we have the first business venture on the town sile 
of Lindsborg. This was a stock company. owned by the Swedish Agricul- 
tural Society of Chicago, and farmers of this vicinity. S. P. Lindgren was 
the manager, and the name of the company was the Swedish Agricultural 
Society. A two-story, thirty by forty frame building was erected on the 
corner now oceupied by J. O. Sundstrom, and called the Coleny Luilding. 
The store was conducted on the ground floor, while the upper floor was used 
for the various gatherings of the colony. The upstairs was also used for a 
courthouse and offices for the county officers. Religious services were held 
here, and it is related that at times the Indians came and disturbed the 
worshipers. In 1871 the post office was discontinued at Sveadal and the 





Note §.~1n the spring of 1870 a military company was organized for protection from the 
Indians. L. N. Holmberg, cuptain.—Cutler’s History of Kansas, p. $11 
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merchandise moved to the Colony building. The business was carried on 
under the above management until 1871, when the stock was purchased by 
CG. It, Carlson, and he in turn conducted it uintil 1872, when Daniel Johnson 
purchased an interest. Of course, even at this time the stock of merchan- 
dise wag very small, occupying 2 room sixteen by thirty feet. It is related 
that the boot and shoe department of this store consisted of six pairs of 
boots hauled from Salina. The dry goods department consisted of a few 
bolts of pink calico, also taken from the same place. The firm known as 
Carlson & Johnson continued the business in tle Colony building until 1875, 
when a small stone building was erected on the present site of D. Johnson 
& Co.'s store and the stock moved to that placé. Both rentlemen continued 
in business until 1891, when Mr. Carlson retired and Mr. Johnson alone touk 
charge of the business sind has conducted the same to the present day. 
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Doctor Rundstrom was the first practicing physician in the colony. He 
never moved to the town site, but held his office at his farm, two miles west 
of town. Doctor Rundstrom came to the colony in 1869, and continued his 
profession here until 1883. Doctor Axelson came in 1871 and located at Rose 
Hill, and had his office on his farm north of the above-named place. Dr. J. 
B. Curtis in 1872 located on the town site and continued to practice here 
‘until he moved to Denver, 

In October, 1871, N. P. Nelson and 1. G, Schancke established a general 
merchandise store in the frame building now owned by the Lindsborg Hard- 
ware, Seed and Implement Company. The building erected at this time was 
used until 1907, when it was moved back on the present site, where it serves 
«$a warehouse, In the year 1872 John Ferm'was appointed postmaster and 
the post office was moved from the Colony building to the store named above, 
In 1873 J. Henry was appointed postmaster. Thia same year Mr. Nelson 
retired from the firm and Mr. Schancke conducted the store, with Mr. Hag- 
lund as purtner, until 1882. In this year the store was sold to Peter Felling, 
who continued as gole proprietor until 1884, when C, Cederhohn entered as 
partner and the business was carried on by the above gentlemen until 1877, 
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when Mr. Felling’sold his interest to Hans Wickstrom, who conducted the 
business until 1889, when the stock was sold. 

In 1872, J. B. Curtis estabhshed a drug store on the site now occupied 
by the Farmer's State bank. Doctor Curtis continued this business until 
the spring of 1881, when it was sold to Doctors Murphy and Day, who after 
a short time sold to Doctor Curtisand George Carbaugh. In'1884 this atock 
was purchased by Eben Carlsson, who conducted the business until 1892. 
This business was moved in 1887, when the new building was erected. In 
1892 Mr. Carlsson sold to Frank Lewin and John Gustafson. In 1896 Mr. 
Lewin retired, and the business was held by Mr. Gustafson until 1900, when 
John Stockenberg entered as partner. Their present quarters were erected 
and occupied in 1902. 
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The Colony. Building. 
See Note 15. 


A. G. Holm and Mr. Fallquist started a harness and shoemaking shop in 
1872. In 1874 Mr. Fallguist sold his interest to Mr. Holm, who has contin- 
ued his business on the same site for the past thirly-six vears. 

With the growing of the colony also came the necessity for tools with 
which to till the soil and harvest the crops. In 1873 an exclusive hardware 
and implement store was erected on the sile of the First National Bank 
building. The building as it stands to-day was erected the same year. The 
members of this firm were N. P. Swenson and John A. Swenson. N. P. 
Swenson previous to this time had conducted a blacksmith shop. The busi- 
ness Was carried on until 1850, when the stock was sold. 

Charles Johnson, in 1872, procured a charter allowing him to build a dam 
in the Smoky Hill river for power purposes. The same year a small mill 
was built on the river bank. As the crops were not large nor the deraund 
very great, little attention was paid to the flour mill for some years, and a 
sawmill was erected south of the mill and the power used mainly for sawing 
timber. But as the country became more densely populated there was a de- 
mand fer. the products of the mill. In 1882 J. G. Bergsten purchased the 
power and built a new and larger mill, called the Smoky Valley Roller Mills. 
The dam was also at this time rebuilt. From this time on the mill was run 
to its full capacity. In 1880 Mr. Theodore Teichgracber purchased the mill 
and power dam and retained ownership until his death, in December, 1907. 

In 1897 the mil? burned to the ground and the present mill was erected. 
During the years various additions, such as the new dam, elevator and ware- 
rooms, have been added. The business is continued by the sons of Mr. Teich- 
graeber. 

In 1874 Fohn Welin built a blacksmith shop on the site now occupied by 
the Bethany Book and Printing Company. In the same year he purchased 
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the shop owned by N. P. Swenson, located on the corner now oceupied by 
B. G. Groéndal, and continued his work until 1885. 

Tn 1874 Jacob Christian started a blacksmith shop on the east side of 
Main street, which he kept up for several years. Peter Grunquist was 
luter accepted asa partner. In 1885 Mr. Granquist purchased the shop, and 
yas succeeded by O. Berglund a short time afterward. He owned it until 
1402, when it was purchased by Janne Johnson and Oscar Holmberg, who 
still retain the business. $ 

Jn 1874 the furniture business was begun in Lindsborg by L. F. Anderson, 
on the site now occupied by Erickson Bros. A small building was erected 
at first, and in 1883 the present brick building was erected. Mr. Anderson 
continued the business until! 1899, when he sold it to Frank Lindberg, who 
had possession for four years, and in turn sold to Emil Anderson, who in 
turn sold to Erickson Bros., the present owners of the business. 

During the years 1871 to 1874 other businesses were begun, but they 
were not of a permanent kind. Ju the fallot 1872 Mr. La Boyteaux started 
a hotel end boarding house on the present site of the Brunswick Hotel. 
Mr. Nix in 1873 built a blacksmitn shop on the present site of the Rosberg 
furniture store. In 1873 Williara J. Henry built the Union Hote}, which has 
since that time been occupied by various hotel men. In 1874 a general mer- 
chandise store was established on the lot south of the Farmers' State Bank 
building by G. Nelson and Olof Swedlund, This building. was burned ont 
after a short time and the business was never resumed. 

The coming of the Union Pacific railroad in 1879 marks a new era in the 
history of the community. Up to this time there had been no market for 
the grain and products of the farm. When a farmer wished to dispose of 
his grain he must hau} it twenty miles or more to Salina, thereby losing 
time and subjecting himself to much inconvenience. Naturally, when he 
had received his money at Salina, he would doa great deal of trading at that 
place. ‘fhis was a hindrance to the struggling business of the Lindsborg 
community. We find, however, that in a few years after the building of 
this road many business houses of a permanent nature, such as elevators, 
lumber yards. coa) yards and banks, came inte existence. We also find the 
people cementing themselves closer together, for on July 8, 1879, the city of 
Lindsborg was incorporated and John A. Swenson elected mayor. 

When, in the fall of 1887, the Missouri Pacific railroad also laid its main 
line throuzh the city the commercial facilities were greatly improved. 

J.Q. Sundstrom, in the fall of 1879, and in company with J. G. Bergsten, 
started a store on the present site. The Colony building at that time occu- 
pied the lot, but this was moved and used for a dwelling house. Messrs. 
Sundstrom and Bergsten erected on the corner a building fifty by jifty feet. 
In 1881 J. Hasselquist entered as a partner and remained a member of the 
firm unti! 1882. In 1881 James G. Bergsten sold his interest to Mr. Sund- 
Strom. Mr. Sundstrom stil] owns the store, and as the years have gone by 
and the business expanded various additions have been built. 

In 1879 John Anderson erected an elevator west of the Union Pacific 
track, He also handled broom corn. In 1880 Charles Gunnerson erected an 
elevator east of the Union Pacific tracks, called the Farmers’ Elevator. 
These two additions to the cily gave the farmers a market for their grain 
aud products and necessarily were a help to the other business of the town. 





er ee 


24 Kansas State Historical Society. 


The brickyard was established in 1879 by J. A. Swanson, on the banks 
of the Smoky Hill river, south of the city. The yard was continued at that 
point until 1901, when, as the supply of clay was limited, the yard was moved 


“and now occupies the corner of Francis Johnson’s farm. Since the removal 


the yard has been enlarged and modernized. 

The press made its appearance in 1872 when Dr. O. Olsson published 
Nytt och Gammatt, a Swedish monthly. The first English puper was called 
the Localist, and was published by Wm. MeClintock in 1879. The following 
year it was published by Walter Younger for six months, and then by J. H. 
Hyde for six months. In 1880 the paper was purchased by John McPhail. 
For several) years it was published under lease by other papers. It was 
finally absorbed by the Smoky Valley Neiwe, which was established in J881 
by August Ringwall, who continued to publish the same until 1891. During 
the time the name of the paper was changed {o the Lindsborg News. In 
1891 and 1892 the paper was published by G. E. Eberhardt. In 1893 it was 
sold to Krank Nelson and J. B. Neleon, who owned it until 1900, when it 
was bought by Miss Anna M. Carlson and Martin T. Blomgren. Miss Carl- 
son and Mr. Blomgren continue the paper to the present day, and now vecupy 
a new building erected in 1906. Kansas Stats Tidning was moved from Sa- 
lina to Lindsborg by Mr. Ernst Skarstedi in 1880. In 1882 Kansas Posten 
was established by Dr. Carl Swensson. The associate editors were J. A. 
Udden and A. Nelander. It was discontinued after two years. A Swedish 
paper called Pedagogen was published in 1881 in alternate editions of Eng- 
lish and Swedish. The name was later changed to Framat, when it was 
moved to Kansas City, and finally from there to Chicago, where it was pub- 
lished under the name of Fosterlandet up to 1907. The present name is 
Fylgia. ; : 

In 1879 Arthur & Allen established a hardware store on the site now oc- 
eupied by J. M. Nelson & Co. These peopte continued the business for one 
year and then sold out to Gibbs & Gebbard, from Salina, who conducted a 
branch store here. J. M. Nelson and Chas. Lander in 1883 bought this 
stock. This store had been moved, so that when Lander & Nelson began 
business the stock was in the Crathy building, on the east side of Main 
strect. In 18S4 W. W. Shirwin was taken ag partner Dut remained in the 
firm only one year. Lander & Nelson continued in the Crathy building for 
two years, and then moved to what is now known as the grocery depart- 
ment of J. O. Sundstrom’s store. The business was continued at this place 
up to 1890, when they moved to their present quarters. In 1902 A. A. 
Abercrombie and Fred Anderson purchased Mr. Lander’s interest. Mr. 
Nelson still retains his share. 

A lumber yard was established in 1879 by Eberhardt & Sudendorf. It 
has since been owned and operated by the Eberhardt Lumber Company, 
G. A. Anderson, and John VY. Johnson & Co. Mr. Johnson in 1906 sold the 


. yard again to the Eberhardt Lumber Company, who still retain the interest. 


In August, 1879, a book store was established in the Union Hotel by 
John Ekblad. After continuing some time in this location he entered part- 
nership with O. Hamberg. who in the same year had established a jewelry 
store on the site now occupied by Gustafson & Stockenberg. In 1883 Afr. 
Ekblad sold his interest toH. V, Nelson. Messrs. Nelson and Hainberg 
continued the business for a short time, when the stock was divided.s Mr. 
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Eberhardt purchased an interest with Mr. Nelson and the building now oc- 
cupied by the Goodholm book store was erected. In 1885 Fred Goodhelm 
and John Ekblad, who had been absent for a couple of years, purchased Mr. 
Nelson's interest. This firm conducted business until 1898, when Mr. 
Govudholm purchased Mr. Ekblad’s share, and in 1902 purehased Mr. Eber- 
hardt’s share. Mr. Goodholm has associated with him Ruben Goodholm as 
jeweler and optician. 

In 1879 C. Lundquist came to Lindshorg, and to this day still conducts his 
tailor shop on the cast side of Main street. In the same year Ober & Co. 
established a general merchandise business on the site north of the Bruns- 
wick Motel. This business was closed out in 1884. Also this year William 
Schwenson established @ grocery business on the site now occupied by O. B. 
Runbeck. This business was sold out in 1886. A.C. Pearson established a 
coal yard this year. This yard was owned afterward in succession by N. P. 
Swenson and EB. Jerrett. 

In 1882 John A. Swenson organized the Bank of Lindsborg. In 1886 it 
was changed toa national bank, and is at present the only national bank in 
the county. The bank is capitalized at $50,000. The present officers are: 
John A. Swenson, president; C. F. Norstrom, vice president; C. M. Nor- 
strom, cashier. 

In 1881 Britian & Wheeler established a hardware store on the site now 
occupied by J. M. Nelson & Co.’s warerooms, on the east side of Muin 
street. In 1885 Oscar Johnson and John Pihlbiad purchased the business. 
Mr. Pihlblad after a short tirne retired from the firm, Mr. Johnson continu- 
ing the business to 1883. The store then occupied the building held by J. M. 
Nelson & Go. In this year J. W. Bengston, John Swenson and Luther 
Swenson purchased the stock from Oscar Johnson. In 1889 the stock was 
moved to the present site. In 1896 Luther Swenson and John Swenson 
severed their connection with the firm, and J. W. Bengston conducted the 
business until 1898, when Frank Lewin purehased an interest and remained 
an active partner until 1906. In 1902C. A. Lundstrom entered the firm, and 
in 1806 purchased Mr. Lewin'’s interest. The present building was erected 
in 1905-'07. The present name of the firm is The Lindshorg Hardware, 
Serd and Implement Company. 

John Gibson and A. Lincoln established a jumber yard in 1881. Mr. Lin- 
coln and Henry Johnson, for the four years previous to this, had run a 
livery stable on the site now occupied by the Commercial State Bank. Gib- 
son & Linceln remained partners until 1886, when John Gibson retired from 
the firm and J. Duncan purchased his interest. Myr. Duncan remained a 
member of the firm until 1891, when Mr. Lincoln purchased his interest 
und continued the business until 1896. 

the “Steam Mill’? was built and operated in 1882 by S. P. Carlton. 
Sinee thal time in the line of suecession Messrs. Jerrett, Ginder and G. E. 
Eberhardt have operated the mill. In 1892 the plant was purchased by G. 
}. Toevs and Mr. Kohfeld. Since then it has been enlarged by new build- 
ings, such as warervoms and elevators. The firm, which is now a stock 
company. has just completed a five-story mill, with a capacity of 700 barrels 
daily. ‘This is the largest mill in McPherson county. 

Eilw. Roseugren established a broom factory in 1880. Mr. Rosengren 


has heen engaged in the manufacture of brooms in Lindsberg for twenty- 
eight years. 


te ete pt tt tre tennant nan canna me i Aenea A em igh nr gpa nner a 


ie . - ; : om eee el eet en 







geste 


“figawo0g [Douojs~y 3307g svsuny 


f 





Swedish Settlements in Central Kansas. 27 


In 1882 Dr. G. E. Berquist came to Lindsborg and located. Doctor Rer- 
quist has practiced medicine in this county for thirty-six years, and is the 
oldest physician in the county. In December of the same year N. P. Nelson 
and Doctor Berquist started a drug store on the site now occupied by Rosberg’s 
furniture store. 1n 1884 Mr. Nelson retired and Doctor Berquist continued 
the business until 1689, when the business was sold to August Ekstrand. 
Mr. Ekstrand continued the business for eleven years, and in 1900 sold to 
Oscar Berglund, the present owner, 

A furniture store was established in 1884 by C. V. Rosberg, on the site 
now occupied by Mr. Lewin. The business was conducted there for one 
year and then moved to the present location. In 1897 the building and 
stock were destroyed by fire and a new building was erected. Mr. Rosberg 
was the first licensed emnbalmer of the city. 

The Swedish American Insurance Company was organized February 14, 
1885. C. J. Stérmavist was its president from 1885 until 1898. Since then 
Francis Johnson has held that office. F. G. Hawkinson, F. Goodholm, and 
C. J. Stromqvist have served as secretaries. §. L. Linderholm and ¢. F, 
Norstrém have served ag treasurers. The company insures property against. 
fire, tightning, windstorms and cyclones. The insurance now exceeds 
$5,000,000. It erected its own building in 1905. 

Tu 1886 the Farmers’ State Bank was organized by A. E. Agrelius. The 
present hank building was erected in 1887. This bank is capitalized at 
$30,000. The present officers are George Shields, president, A. E. Agrelius, 
cashier. , 

In 1887 the Brunswick Hotel was built by a stock company, and in line 
of succession up to 1897 was under lease by ©. J. Clausen, Mrs. McCarty, 
Peter Schulz, A. B. Jenkina and J. D. Nelson. In 18997 Mr. Weddle became 
the proprietor and has continued the management to the present time. This 
luilding was given to Bethany College in 1894, and disposed of by the Col- 
lege to S. H. and G. Shields, the present owners. 

B. G. Gréndal, the photographer, came to Lindsborg in 1887, and has con- 
tinued in his profession up to the present time. In 1908 he erected a new 
rallery of the most modern type. 

Oscar Anderson established in 1888 an exclusive shoe business on the east 
side of Main street, on the lot north of A. G. Holm’s harness shop. Mr. 
Anderson continued this line up to 1904, when he solda half interest to N. J. 
Thorstenberg. At this time a large building was erected on the west side 
of Main street into which they moved, and a line of gents’ furnishings was 
added. On May 20, 1906, Mr. Anderson died at Excelsior Springs, Mo. 
Messrs. Thorstenberg, Gustafson and Lind, now own the business. 

In 1883 Emit Anderson opened a laundry on College street, and continued 
this until 1907, when the plant wags purchased by Thomas Johnson. Mr. 
Johnson erected a building on Main street and moved the plant. 

In 1890 N. J. Thorstenberr purchased the Farmer’s Elevator, which was 
erected jn 1882 by a stock company formed by the farmers of this coramu- 


nity. In 1896 Amos Thorstenberg entered the business with him. In 1898 


the large elevator along the Missouri Pacific track was built. This firm did 
un extensive business, operating along the line of the Missouri Pacifie to the 
Colorado line. In 1904 Thorstenberg Pros. sold to the Hall-Baker Grain Co., 
who in turn have sold to Ludvig Nelson. He has changed the elevator toan 
alfalfa mill. William Lillian now owns it. 
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G. N. Malm came to Lindsborg in 1894 and started a painting and deco- 
‘rating business, entered in partnership with his brother, E, E., in 1898, and 
with another brother, C. G., in 1907, and is at present at the head of the 
well-known decoration firm, Malm Bros. 

The Bethany Book and Printing Company had its beginning in 1895, when 
A. Ringwald began to publish the Lindsborg Record. In 1896 Doctor 
Swensson Started Lindsburgs-Posten, and in 1900 its present place of busi- 
ness was erected. Here is found not only the Munter & Carlson Jewelry 
Store, a well furnished book and music store, but also a printing establish- 
ment, where Lindsborgs-Tosten, the Lindsborg Record, the Kansas Young 
Lutheran, The Bethany Messenger, The Lethany Bulictin and Vingardsar— 
betaren are published. - 

Andrew Beckstrom in 1898 purchased the grocery-stock of C. Lundquist, 
who for the preceding ten years had conducted a grocery store on the site 
now occupied by the Peterson millinery store. The store was continued on 
‘this site up to 1901, when the new building south of the Bethany Book and 
Printing Company was erected, and a general merchandise line was put in. 
The firm A. Beckstrorn & Co., as it was then known, continued to 1908, 
when the business was incorporated under the title of the Lindsborg Mer- 
cantile Company. 

Since 1990 many business enterprises have been started, among which 
are: Train Bros. Hardware Company; The Commercial State Bank; Wilber 
& Davis Grocery Company; O. B. Runbech Grocery Company; Ericson 
Bros., furniture; Jacob Peterson, millinery; Carlson & Anderson Lumber 
Company; John A. Holmberg, pluinbing; J. A. Lysell, harness shop; E. &. 
Orndoff, feed store; Olson & Johnson, blacksmith shop; Gunnerson & Ly- 
sell, painters; Gibson & Tudor, bakery; Anderson, coal yard; Lundgren & 
Jobnson, coal yard; the telephone company, and, most important, perhaps, 
of all, The Hagstrom Bros. Manufacturing Company, already famous all 
over the country for. their ‘‘Isowout”’ patch, electric cord adjuster, spark 
plug, porcelain tube cutters, automobile tire sleeves, etc. 
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